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April 14, 2011

Dear RuFES Action Network,

KEEP IT

Tax Credits vs. Budgets: Will Rural Working Families Win?

With April 18th fast approaching, the 2010 tax season is winding down. But

budget debates are heating up in Washington and in state capitals. Its hard not to

be concerned about what ends up in the budget, and what gets left out. In the

midst of these negotiations, you may want to keep an eye on tax credits in your

state that help rural low-income working families Keep It — to be sure they are

around for future tax seasons, and are even enhanced or expanded!

To help balance state budgets, many state governors and legislators are currently

considering the reduction or elimination of tax credits for working families.

However, budget negotiations can also provide opportunities to enact or expand

these credits as part of a suite of broader tax reform to raise revenues.

In this Alert, we are highlighting a resource that will help keep you informed and

up-to-date on the policy threats, wins and opportunities related to the tax credits

that are important to your rural families. Tax Credits for Working Families is a

one-stop resource on the tax credits that support working families — both

nationally and in the states — including the Earned Income Tax Credit, Child

Tax Credit, Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit and the Property Tax

Circuit Breaker. The website is stocked with videos, reports, commentary,

outreach materials, and other informational tools that community-based

organizations can use to raise awareness of important tax credits that help working

families get ahead. There is also an interactive 50-state resource map with data

and local resources to help you find out what is going on in your state!

Tax Credits for Working Families also offers strategic information and technical

assistance to advocates working to make the case to protect, expand and/or enact

tax credits that support working families. To receive policy news and updates from

Tax Credits for Working Families, submit your email address on their blog page.

Track policies that influence rural working low-income families, while also making

your rural voice heard!

And while we're talking about taxes...

Its not too early to start preparing for next year's tax season, and the
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upcoming National Community Tax Coalition's 2011 Conference on June

7-9 is a good place to start! Register today as the early registration discount

ends on April 25th.

A limited number of partial and full scholarships are available from NCTC to

attend the conference. See NCTC's Conference Scholarship page for more

information.

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news, ideas or

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation.

Your RuFES Action Team,

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, Elsa Noterman

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group
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