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March 31, 2011

Dear RuFES Action Network,

GROW IT

Energize your rural entrepreneurship program from your

desk!

Interesting, valuable conference and workshop notices are always coming across

our desks, and we often wish we could be in multiple places at the same time!

However, especially in the current economic climate, the time and resource

constraints are making it difficult for rural practitioners to travel to attend useful

events. Moreover, few of these conferences and workshops are explicitly focused on

rural situations.

For many years the Center for Rural Entrepreneurship of the Rural Policy Research

Institute (RUPRI) has hosted regional and national Energizing Entrepreneurship

(e2) Institutes. Responding to the travel and cost challenges of participation, the

Heartland Center for Leadership Development is working with the RUPRI Center for

Rural Entrepreneurship to offer an online three-part webinar series for 2011:

Energizing Entrepreneurship (e2). This series will bring together applicable and

relevant content about how to foster and support rural entrepreneurship, with

participant interaction and shared learning.

And why is entrepreneurship important for rural America?

Entrepreneurship has long been a crucial rural economic development strategy. As

we pointed out in an Alert several weeks ago, the number of rural residents who

are self-employed has doubled in the last three decades! There is an increasing

interest in entrepreneurship in rural communities because of the important role

small businesses play in rural areas as economic drivers and job creators.

So, what's the current opportunity?

Craig Schroeder, Senior Fellow at the RUPRI Center for Rural Entrepreneurship, will

present a three-part Energizing Entrepreneurs (e2) webinar series. Each of the

three webinars will include participant interaction and discussion, and each

participant will receive a packet of training materials to download as well as the

ability to view a recording of the webinar. The schedule and content of the

webinars is as follows:

Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 12:00 p.m. (Central): The first webinar is a

foundational introduction to entrepreneurship, and the cultivation and support of

local entrepreneurs as the foundation of successful economic development in

rural areas. Participants will have a chance to relate the session content to their

own community's support of entrepreneurs.

Tuesday, April 19, 2011 at 12:00 p.m. (Central): The second webinar will

focus on strategies for supporting rural entrepreneurs within an Entrepreneurial

Development System (EDS) approach — including youth engagement — to

develop entrepreneurial talent and growth within a community or region. As part

of the session participants will create a resource team of local and regional

partners to support their work with entrepreneurs.

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at 12:00 p.m. (Central): The third and final webinar

will focus on the necessary steps to successfully mobilize an Entrepreneurial

Development System (EDS), and will build on previous session content and

activities. Upon completion of this session, participants will have the basic

resources and knowledge to implement an EDS in their rural community or

region.

Participants are strongly encouraged to register for all three sessions to gain the

most from this series and to successfully apply it to their work.

The cost for all three webinars is $185.00 — much less than just the registration

fees for many conferences! This is an excellent opportunity to gain expert

knowledge without having to leave your desk! Also note that the cost for the

webinar series entitles each registrant to have more than one person

participating at their computer in one site.

Consider participating in the webinar series as a RuFES team!

Convene, reconvene, or expand your RuFES team, and participate in the

webinar series together using one computer and speakerphone in a conference

room. This will allow you to more deeply integrate the knowledge you gain into

your organization and community, and work together to take action on

entrepreneurship in your rural community.

To find out more about this webinar series, visit the Heartland Center website, or

contact Craig Schroeder.

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news, ideas or

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation.

Your RuFES Action Team,

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, Elsa Noterman

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group
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