
<Back Print

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

Action-

Learning for

the Rural

Family

Economic

Success

(RuFES)

Alumni

Network

Sponsored by

the Annie E.

Casey

Foundation

Coordinated

by the Aspen

Institute

Community

Strategies

Group

 

November 4, 2010

Dear RuFES Action Network,

EARN IT, KEEP IT and GROW IT

Rural Child Poverty is Too Darned High

To paraphrase a perennial New York gubernatorial candidate and internet

sensation Jimmy McMillan, "rural child poverty is too darned high". The Carsey

Institute has recently published two studies—one revealing an increase in child

poverty in 2009, and another showing the unequal distribution of child poverty.

These studies use U.S. Census Bureau data to reveal that children from rural,

black, Hispanic and single-parent families are at particular risk of suffering from

child poverty.

While increased poverty rates obviously affect everyone, according to the Carsey

studies, children are the age group most likely to be poor. Children comprise

24.5 percent of the total population and 35.5 percent of the poor.

Roughly one in three rural children under the age of six lived in poverty in

2009.

Among rural black children, the poverty rate rests at an astronomical 56

percent!

For rural Hispanic children, the poverty rate is at 40 percent.

In RuFES-speak, child poverty has lifelong effects that result in diminished

opportunities for the next generation to Earn It, Keep It and Grow It. Over the

years, many studies have drawn links between child poverty and poor physical

and mental health, residential instability, household violence and weak academic

achievement.

The dual Carsey reports both illustrate the impact of the recession on children

and provide figures on RuFES-friendly policies and practices that have eased the

level and impact of the misery. These reports:

Provide key findings and data on child poverty, by region, state, place type

(rural, urban, and suburban), ethnicity and family type (single mother and

married couple).

Reveal that the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit

(CTC) are estimated to have lifted 2.2 million children above the poverty

line.

Show that expanded unemployment benefits are judged to have kept

another 1.1 million children out of poverty.
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So these poverty figures are grim. What positive things can you do with

this information?

The rural child poverty rate should be kept in mind as we design programs and

advocate for public policy initiatives. The data in the Carsey reports can be

effective tools as you seek to:

Inform and motivate people in your community to support child-friendly

programs and policies.

Build your case as you complete funding proposals and talk to local decision-

makers.

Build coalitions of policy advocates around this issue. Note: rural and central

city legislators have a lot in common here, but they may not have considered

it.

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news, ideas or

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation.

Your RuFES Action Team,

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, René Bryce-Laporte, Elsa Noterman

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group
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