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October 28, 2010

Dear RuFES Action Network,

EARN IT, KEEP IT and GROW IT

Reinvigorating Rural Education with Community Schools

Schools are a critical centerpriece of rural communities. Where rural schools fail,

often so do the communities they serve. Where schools are strong and deliver a

quality education, children and much more likely to grow up to successfully Earn

It, Keep It and Grow It.

Some rural schools do even more. They not only provide a quality education to

their students, they also become the local hub for strengthening local families.

Sometimes they even take the lead on tackling tough community development

challenges. School in these places are called Full-Service Community Schools.

A new report from The Rural School and Community Trust—The Rural

Solution: How Community Schools Can Reinvigorate Rural Education—argues

that these "community schools" offer an attractive alternative to traditional

schooling models in rural communities. This report, published by the Center for

American Progress, also argues that community schools may have a special

role to play in economically distressed communities.

Just what is a community school anyway?

The U.S. Department of Education defines a full-service community school as

an “elementary or secondary school that works with its local educational agency

and community-based organizations, nonprofit organizations, and other public or

private entities to provide a coordinated and integrated set of comprehensive

academic, social, and health services that respond to the needs of its students,

students’ family members, and community members.” In short, a community

school is not only a place where local children go to be educated, but also where

their families and other members of the community can access a variety of

services.

So what difference will a community school make?

According to The Rural School and Community Trust, the development of

community schools has several positive effects:

Community schools bring parents and other community members into the

school building, providing the adults an opportunity to serve as volunteers, as
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aides, and even as decision-makers. Children will have an opportunity to

interact with adults in both an academic and non-academic context.

Community schools attract new, talented teachers to rural communities.

The development of community schools offers an alternative school

improvement strategy in rural communities where firing underperforming

faculty and administration may not be an option.

The report also discusses funding opportunities to encourage the development

of community schools, and provides examples of successful models. Please

make sure to check out their report here.

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news, ideas or

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation.

Your RuFES Action Team,

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, René Bryce-Laporte, Elsa Noterman

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group
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