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August 25, 2011 

Dear RuFES Action Network, 

EARN IT, KEEP IT and GROW IT 

Reinforcing Family Foundations: How are kids faring in 

your area?  

When towns and communities across the East Coast experienced an unusual 

shaking earlier this week, we earthquake novices exercised understandable anxiety 

about the quality and strength of the foundations of our homes, office and school 

buildings. But in truth, other foundations are even more important: In the wake of 

an unsettling great recession, we might better ask ourselves about the stability and 

strength of the true foundations of our country — our children and families. 

The new 2011 KIDS COUNT Data Book — America's Children, America's 

Challenge: Promoting Opportunity for the Next Generation — released just 

last week by the Annie E. Casey Foundation paints the most recent picture of the 

welfare of children and families in your state and every state across the nation. It 

examines the impact of recent economic hardship on kids and demonstrates why it 

matters to our country to reinforce our true foundation — to have children reach 

their full potential. 

The KIDS COUNT Data Book can be a great tool in your work, especially in helping 

your local stakeholders understand the real facts about the well-being of children 

where you live and work. 

Using the Data Book you can: 

View hundreds of indicators of child well-being across the country in the areas of: 

demographics, education, economic well-being, family and community, health, 

safety and risky behaviors and more.  

Compare state rankings according to the well-being of the children living in those 

states based on a variety of key indicators, and download profile sheets for 

individual states on these indicators.  
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Add customized data to your website or blog using a web widget.  

View Family Stories from around the country, each illustrating 'Practical Solutions' 

to problems they have faced.  

Learn how to access Congressional District Data using the KIDS COUNT Data 

Center.  

Investigate the new mobile Data Center to access national, state and local data on 

your mobile device.  

This information can be used in a variety of ways, including as a tool for advocacy, 

fundraising, research and community practice in support of children and families. 

You can download or order the 2011 KIDS COUNT Data Book HERE. 

For more information on the KIDS COUNT initiative, please visit Annie E. Casey 

Foundation's website. 

 

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us 

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news of ideas or 

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation. 

 

Your RuFES Action Team, 

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, Elsa Noterman 

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group 
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