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September 23, 2010 

Dear RuFES Action Network, 

KEEP IT 

Funds to Water Your Food Desert 

You may not be familiar with the term Food Desert, but if you live in rural 

America, you might just live in one.  

A Food Desert is simply an area that has little or no access to the food necessary to 

maintain a healthy diet. Living in a Food Desert often means traveling great 

distances to get healthy food. People without reliable transportation might have to 

depend on the generosity of others to get to a grocery store or consume whatever 

is available at the local convenience store or fast food restaurant. 

Predictably, residents of Food Deserts often suffer the long-term health 

consequences of a poor diet. Their pocketbooks suffer too when they pay far too 

much for low-quality and unhealthy foods. Sadly, these Food Deserts are all too 

common in rural America. 

This fall, The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) will offer $5 million in 

grants to support Community Food Projects (CFPs). CFPs are a viable Keep It 

solution to the challenge of Food Deserts. They involve people in low- and 

moderate-income communities in growing and producing their own healthy food. 

USDA is offering two types of grants: 

Planning grants of up to $25,000 to assess food security needs and plan long-

term solutions to ensure food security in communities  

One-time implementation grants of up to $300,000 to support the development of 

community food projects with a goal of making the projects self-sustaining  

The application deadline is November 17, 2010. 

USDA will accept applications from private, non-profit entities who: 

Have experience with community food work, particularly concerning small- and 

medium-sized farms OR with food-related job training and business development 

activities in low-income communities  

Demonstrate competency to implement a project, provide fiscal accountability, 

collect data, prepare reports and provide other necessary information  



 

 

Show a willingness to share information with researchers, evaluators, 

practitioners and other interested parties, including a plan to disseminate results  

The grant process is competitive. Applications are most likely to succeed when: 

People in the community have a hand in designing and operating the project at 

hand.  

The grant amount is narrowly calculated to fund the activities described in the 

application. 

For more details, please review the Notice of Grants Availability and the Request for 

Applications 

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us 

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news, ideas or 

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation. 

 

Your RuFES Action Team, 

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, René Bryce-Laporte, Elsa Noterman 

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group 
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