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September 8, 2011

Dear RuFES Action Network,

KEEP IT and GROW IT

Viral Video Games: Making Financial Education Entertaining

Most people, in the best of economic times, would probably not categorize

financial skills and decision-making as "fun" or "entertaining." In the current

period of economic uncertainty, managing our finances seems even less palatable

— and yet, it is all the more important!

Fortunately, the nonprofit Doorways to Dreams Fund (D2D) has created a

number of innovative financial education tools you can use that not only

improve financial skills, increase financial confidence and appeal to low-income

and minority adults — but are also engaging and FUN! Recognizing that many

Americans play video games — up to 72% — D2D has developed five free video

games that teach discrete financial lessons by facilitating repetitive engagement

with ideas and creating a fun learning environment.

D2D considers these games part of a new media — Financial Entertainment — to

teach people how to better manage their money. Initial testing on the video

games shows increases in financial skills self-confidence and knowledge in the

areas the game teaches in the range of 11% to 67% (depending on the game).

So, how can you use these financial entertainment tools with your clients

and community?

D2D is teaming up with partners in the military, government, community

colleges, financial services, and grassroots community organizations to bring

these financial literacy games to people around the country. If you are interested

in making these games accessible to your clients and community, you can also

sign up to become a partner with D2D on the website HERE.

You can also simply direct your clients to the Financial Entertainment website

where they can play the games online. You could even create a competition for

prizes based on high scores! Your clients can also check out Missy Moolah's blog

on the website where she regularly shares personal financial advice.

What financial entertainment video games are available?

There are five free video games available on the Financial Entertainment website:
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Groove Nation positions the player as the choreographer and financial

manager for a competitive dancer trying to dance (and save) her way to LA and

reach her Long-Term Savings goal.

Bite Club illustrates the tension between managing debt payments, current

spending needs, and saving for retirement, as players run a "day club" for

vampires.

Farm Blitz involves working to make a farm successful by generating earnings

(growing crops), managing debt (culling rabbits), saving money and surviving

unexpected emergencies (like tornadoes).

Celebrity Calamity involves managing up-and-coming celebrities who spend

beyond their means, and using debit and credit cards to purchase items.

Refund Rush challenges players to review customers' financial profiles, family

status, debt and goals, and ultimately provide financial advise that will best

help customers split their tax refund.

For more information on D2D's strategies and resources, check out their website.

We hope these Action Alerts energize your RuFES deeds and aspirations. Help us

spark more RuFES action! How? Simply contact us with any news of ideas or

opportunities that can help your RuFES colleagues across the nation.

Your RuFES Action Team,

John Molinaro, Janet Topolsky, Kelly Malone, Elsa Noterman

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group
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